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his inculcation by practice as well as precept
of the value of work, not only as an evidence
but also as a source of spiritual life. He
was indefatigable himself, and set a new
standard for his own order of the ministry.
His example, as well as his gift for stimulating
others, excited in the clergy a new zeal for
parish work, for cottage Visiting, for manifold
organization, for mission preaching. These
methods, having lost the attraction of novelty,
seem to be less effective now than once they
were. But the clergy have attained through
this discipline to a high degree of professional
efficiency: and also, largely through Wilber-
force's influence, to a somewhat professional
habit of thought and outlook. In this respect
the theological colleges have been influential.
If Wilberforce, by setting the example of
activity, diverted men from controversy
to more fruitful employments, it was not
because he was indifferent to dogma. He
was, in fact, the convinced advocate of a
central doctrine, which he believed to be
demonstrably true, and which was in his eyes
the peculiar possession of the English Church.
Therefore he was equally opposed to teachers
who minimized the characteristics of the
Church as unimportant when compared with
the common heritage of orthodox Protestant-